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as has been averred, from poison. And thus the con-
spiracy came to its end, in an atmosphere of terror. The
nobles, who had so often risen for fifteen years past, and
had seen 'their plots and intrigues constantly result in
profitable reconciliations, were seized now with horror,
indignation and revolt. They dared not raise a voice,
having abruptly realised that if they assailed the Cardinal,
nothing could save them, neither ancestry, nor friendship,
nor past services. In their eyes he was the enemy of their
caste, whereas in reality he had simply proved that, so
long as he lived, the royal sovereignty would have in him
an implacable protector. From now on he was under a
sentence of death, and he knew it. But that did not inti-
midate him. He could protect himself as well. Already
thirty trusted gentlemen escorted him wherever he went;
he added another score, pending the formation of the
companies of guards which later he maintained.

clt is vexatious,5 we read in a letter of his to Boutheillier,
'to be forced to set guards about oneself, being certain that
from the time when one is constrained to this, one can say
farewell to one's liberty. Nevertheless, if it were needful
to do again the things which I have been obliged to do,
I would gladly act thus again; and the more they seek my
life, the more shall I seek to serve the King.5

Note that this is in a private letter, addressed to a
friend; it is a sincere revelation of the Cardinal's thoughts.
In his position, then, there was no longer any question of
personalities, but only of principles. Fate had made him
the buttress of a great idea; he would support it, and no
human consideration, whether of fear or of pity, would
ever be able to check or delay his action.
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